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One of the most "modern' of eighteenth-century

novels, Les Liasons Dangereuses is the brilliantly
observed and vividly rendered story of two libertines

--This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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s o Looking for something great to read?
201 5 Browse our editors' picks for 2015's Best
Books of the Year So Far in fiction,

nonfiction, mysteries, children's books, and much more.

So Far

Editorial Reviews

Language Notes

Text: English (translation)

Original Language: French --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

From the Inside Flap

In the two hundred years since its original publication, Les Liaisons Dangereuses has provoked, on the one hand, shock and censorship, and
on the other, the admiration of readers as different as Marie Antoinette, Andre Gide, and Charles Baudelaire. The story it tells of the
intrigues of a pair of sexually carnivorous aristocrats in pre-Revolutionary France has yet to lose a particle of its power to disturb our moral

peace. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

See all Editorial Reviews

Product Details

Mass Market Paperback: 384 pages
Publisher: Signet Classics; Mti edition (May 1, 1962)
Language: English

ISBN-10: 0451521692

ISBN-13: 978-0451521699

http://www.amazon.com/Liaisons-Dangereuses-Pierre-Choderlos-Laclos/dp/0451521692
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Product Dimensions: 7 x 1 x 5 inches
Shipping Weight: 7.2 ounces
Average Customer Review: (13 customer reviews)
Amazon Best Sellers Rank: #4,940,425 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)
#84185 in Books > Literature & Fiction > Classics
#142196 in Books > Literature & Fiction > Contemporary
#157784 in Books > Literature & Fiction > Literary
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Most Helpful Customer Reviews Ad feedback

44 of 47 people found the following review helpful
and you thought WE were wicked....
By A Customer on March 16, 1997

Most Recent Customer Reviews

Wonderfully complex

Format: Hardcover This fascinating book was first published in 1782, at
Many people have seen one of several movie productions of this book and assumed that it is a the very twilight of the Ancien Régime in France. It is
modern story that has taken the 18th century as its setting. In fact, the book was written at that time, said that it was one of Marie Antoinette's favorite
and it provides a shocking, thrilling, sexy window into the lives of the french aristocracy. books. Read more

It is a thing of beauty. The exploits of the central characters make your average daytime soap opera Published 4 months ago by Alice in Wonderland
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look tame, and it is all done with a cunning and an evil grace that went out of style with the french
revolution. Language is used as an aphrodesiac, a lever, and occasionally a cudgel, and since the
book takes the form of the published letters of the main characters we hear it straight from the pens
of those involved.

"Les Liasons Dangereuses" will make you mourn the invention of the telephone. Such skill with the
written word! The double meaning was king, with muddied intentions as its queen.

Read this book: you really must. If you love language it will become a favorite of yours, just as it did
for me.

2 Comments Was this review helpful to you? | Yes || No

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful
great book
By chiara on May 21, 2000

Format: Hardcover

This book was just great. | listened a short review in television and it made me curious. So | started it
and | found it marvellous. The plot was very exciting and you never expect what's gonna happen
next. All the characters are really cold, strange and ambiguous. The use of letters is very usefull to
explain all the points of view of the characters and to enter easly in their life and in their thoughts.
The author has been really good to create the atmosphere and the suspance. | think that if you liked
the movie you'll love the book even more.

]

Comment Was this review helpful to you? | Yes || No

5 of 6 people found the following review helpful

Not-So-Dangerous Reading!
By JohnMatthias on February 26, 2006
Format: Hardcover

| was inspired to read this after seeing it at the bookstore, shortly after | watched the movie with
Glenn Close and John Malkovich.

This epistulary novel is only moderately erotic, it must be said. Its chief virtue lies in its wit; this is not
an aristocratic Kama Sutra. This is made clear in the editor's Introduction, and readers with this in

mind will not be disappointed.

As noted, the novel is epistulary, which is to say each chapter is actually a letter written from one
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Les Liaisons Dangereuses: Pierre Choderlos de Laclos, Richard Aldington, Harry Levin: 9780451521699: Amazon.com: Books

Four Stars

Good copy. | enjoyed the story.
Published 8 months ago by reader

Good Translation
This is a nice little book. Not my favorite translation
but | am happy that | bought it and | am going to
eventually give it to a friend.
Published on November 6, 2011 by Ronald E. Newlon

Amazing Book
After | ordered this book, it was at my house in about
four days. | haven't been able to finish it entirely yet
because of other school books but I'm about half way
through so far... Read more
Published on February 2, 2009 by Aaron Alexander

Beautiful
A beautiful, powerful book. By the way: did any of the
other readers notice its moral content or did they just
limit to the surface? Read more
Published on July 26, 1999

This was an excellent book and |
shall read it again!
This book was fantastic. It contains all the neccesary
pieces. Lust, intrigue, sexuality,and the most
important..Drama. Read more
Published on May 2, 1999
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character to another. At times this is frustrating, as it requires more work on the part of the reader to
appreciate all the subtle character nuances. This is not an easy book to read (it's not difficult either),
but it is well worth the effort.

There ought not to be any moral scruples about it. All the characters who engage in immoral
behavior are punished for it or eventually moved to repentance. There is much to learn from this
work with regard to the sanctity of love; as well, de Laclos's feminist thesis is subtly but convincingly
put forth in an entertaining and yet heartfelt manner.

This is a novel | recommend to all; | wish | had read it before watching the movie.

—

Comment Was this review helpful to you? | Yes || No

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful
Disturbing and Beautiful
By A Customer on February 13, 1999

Format: Hardcover

The heros are like ice sculptures: gorgeous, priveledged, and freezing cold. The book takes the
movie to a whole new level of bleakness and emptiness of character. Aimost shocking lack of Plato's
Goodness in them. These are two of the most devious, shocking, and brilliant creations in literature.
Read it and shiver. If you liked the movie, READ THE BOOK!!!! These people are scarier than any
Stephen King monster creation could ever be, because they are real people,..... or maybe they
aren't....

Comment Was this review helpful to you? | Yes || No

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful
Laclos' Libertine Lust
By John Beckham on December 24, 2007

Format: Hardcover  Verified Purchase

Dangerous Liaisons (1782) is an epistolary novel, the print candy of the voyeur with the slightest
degree of imagination. Laclos has penned letters that weave an intricate toile of lives, loves and
hates set in French estates, countrysides and city scapes. Letters between the two leads, a
lechorous libertine male (gentelman is unwarrented in his case) and a Grand Dame of French
society (on the surface, manipulative witch is far more accurate) for the crux of the story. They spend
their time manipulating those around them, creating love affairs, while having strings of assignations
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with the (guilty and trouble) puppets. During the course of manipulations an increasing antipathy
forms between the two main characters. The manipulated are portrayed in the conspirator's letters as
insipid, stupid near sock puppets - yet in their own letters they are a moral balance to leading couple.
If you are looking for a guide to manipulation, an etiquette book for the erotic libertine lifestyle, or a
well crafted "hate' "love' story, then Laclos' Dangerous Liasions (1782), is an excellent choice.

Comment Was this review helpful to you? | Yes || No

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful
A great read. Not to mention a beautifully bound book!
By Celia A. Plummer on May 18, 2009

Format: Hardcover

The story is written as correspondence send between the principle players and makes one feel as if
they have intercepted someone's private letters. Makes for a very intriguing read. Also, | was very
impressed with the binding and the cover on this book. There is also a ribbon sown into the binding
as a place marker. Lovely book to add to ones collection and at a very reasonable price.

1 Comment Was this review helpful to you? | Yes || No

LES LIAISONS DANGEREUSES: The Seduction of a 15-Year-Old French
Nymphet
By The Writer Mo Ibrahim on May 17, 2014
Format: Mass Market Paperback  Verified Purchase
I wrote in The Allure of Nymphets that the opening credits for Cruel Intentions (1999) revealed that
the movie was “suggested” by the novel Les Liaisons Dangereuses by Choderlos De Laclos.

From the plot summary, we already know why Valmont seduced Cécile, who is described in the
novel as "really pretty, she is only fifteen; a rosebud...[an] innocent convent-girl..." but let's take a
look at how he seduced the nymphet.

1. Self-Confidence

Valmont possesses a very high level of self-confidence and he clearly practices Assumed Attraction
i.e., he has no doubt in his mind that Cécile will be attracted to him and that he could seduce the
maiden. Valmont boasts that Cécile, "...would be handed over to me defenseless, who could not fail
to be intoxicated by a first attention...whom curiosity would probably lead more rapidly than love."
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What Kerry Cohen wrote in Dirty Little Secrets: Breaking the Silence on Teenage Girls and
Promiscuity supports Valmont's stance that females become intoxicated by male attention. She
wrote "What they crave is attention, that moment when a boy looks at them and they can believe that
they are worth something to someone. They can believe that they matter."

2. Presence\Focus Charisma

In addition, Valmont is focused, which is an essential part of charisma according to the book The
Charisma Myth by Olivia Fox Cabane. Madame de Volanges wrote that Valmont "...has never from
his earliest youth taken one step or said one word without a purpose..." And the author of the ebook
The October Man Sequence advises that pickup artists should maintain that level of moment-to-
moment focus.

3. Read more »

Comment Was this review helpful to you? | Yes || No
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